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Barry Robertson
4500 Timberlake Lane, Kingsport, TN 37664
brobertson4500@embarqmail.Com
423-288-9696

March 22, 2010

The Honorable Bob Corker

United States Senator

185 Dirkson Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Corker:

In the early 1970s America led the world in nuclear development. The Argonne National Laboratories were operating an experimental breeder reactor (EBR-II) with remarkable success. Argonne’s scientists were 
within two years of developing a closed fuel cycle employing an electrometallurgical process known as pyroprocessing. President Carter stopped all work on fuel reprocessing and President Clinton ordered the dismantlement of EBR-II. At this time America was importing 20% of its oil consumption. Imported oil is now more than 60% of our usage. The combined costs to maintain a military presence in the Persian Gulf, to give foreign aid to countries located there, and to pay the medical costs arising from illnesses caused by burning fossil fuels is estimated to be between six and eight dollars per gallon of gasoline that we use.

I am enclosing five copies of the report: Energy Independence Day July 4, 2040. This report is written by Joseph M. Shuster, an expert in the sources of energy. Shuster proposes that America’s energy mix in 2040 needs to be 42% nuclear, 12% natural gas, 30% wind & solar, 5% plasma remediation, 6% bio/Geo/tides and  5%hydro. By this time America’s nuclear industry must be prepared to meet all additional energy needs. Transportation systems will be mostly powered by electricity. The annual energy requirement will be 25 Quads, more than double that for 2008. Congress must become an advocate for nuclear power. Completing the development of the Integal Fast Reactor with on- site pyroprocessing must begin now.  
Mr. Shuster proposes that America invest in his plan by paying surcharges on fossil fuel usage until 2040. His cost estimates indicate that an investment of $6 trillion will reap a return of $8.5 trillion. The plans legacy is unlimited clean energy for centuries. America will be able to help others because she has prepared herself. Independence Day July 4, 2040. 
Please bring this report to the attention of the other members of The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee. You will have read the petition to Dr. John P. Holdren, Director, Office of Science & Technology, Executive Office of the President, dated February 1, 2010. This petition speaks eloquently to the need for a sound long range energy policy. Shuster’s report shows how that such a policy can be implemented. 

The urgency of the matter is clear. Opposition from industries that produce, distribute and/or use fossil fuels will not go away. We need for you to become Tennessee’s statesman for energy independence. Will you do this for America? 

Sincerely,


